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ASCC Discusses Cooperative Agreement with National Parks Service
By James Kneubuhl, ASCC Press Officer


Officials representing the National Parks Service (NPS) met recently with American Samoa Community College (ASCC) President Dr. Seth Galea’i to discuss the possibility of the College entering into a Cooperative Agreement with the NPS as part of a nationwide program called the Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Units (CESU) National Network. National Park of American Samoa Superintendent Mike Reynolds, along with Cultural Resources Program Manager Cari Kreshak of the NPS Pacific West Region Honolulu Office, both expressed optimism that ASCC and the NPS will soon reach an official agreement whereby students at the College will gain hands-on educational experience while providing the Park Service with valuable data on American Samoa’s archaeological sites. 

As Kreshak explained, the NPS maintains archeological site information in its Archeological Sites Management Information System (ASMIS). With the site condition information documented in the ASMIS database, the NPS can identify needed site treatment and implement actions to prevent damage to archeological sites. NPS policy regarding ASMIS site condition assessments requires the monitoring of archeological sites and the completion of condition assessments on a periodic basis.  The National Park of American Samoa (NPSA) has proposed a partnership with the ASCC for the purpose of collaboratively completing required ASMIS site condition assessments.  As part of project, ASCC archeological students will complete fieldwork under the guidance of an archeological graduate student and with the direction of the College’s archaeology professor, Dr. David Addison. This arrangement will provide an educational opportunity for the ASCC archeological students to advance their skills in archeological fieldwork and site assessment.  
“Dr. Addison has worked closely with NPSA in the past, and has a solid understanding of the resources and the necessary knowledge required for this project,” said Kreshak.  NPSA staff will enter all new archeological site information into the NPSA ASMIS database, and will also work collaboratively with ASCC to prepare information about this project and archeological resources at American Samoa for placement on the park website to show a direct visitor connection to these efforts. “This project also will look for additional opportunities to share with the public, without disclosing sensitive confidential site data, information about the splendid and varied cultural resources of the Pacific Islands, in particular American Samoa,” Kreshak stated.
Tutuila has a rich archaeological heritage. Many of its mountains had villages in ancient times, and the NPSA/ASCC project will focus on sites located in the mountain ridges within the National Park, but Tutuila has lots of other sites too. In ancient times, Tutuila had a thriving basalt export industry that produced stone tools later found in other islands scattered over 5600 kilometers of open ocean. Archaeologists have traced stone tools made in Tutuila as far away as Pohnpei Island in Micronesia and the Solomon Islands in Melanesia, as well as throughout Polynesia. Most of the mountains of Tutuila have quarry sites where ancient craftsmen extracted the basalt for these tools. Many more locations have workshop sites where the stone tools were made. So far, basalt tool sites have been found in the villages of Fagamalo, Maloata, Afao, Amaluia, Leone, Malaeloa, Pava'ia'i, Tafuna, Fagasa, Pago Pago, Alga, Auto, Utusia, Fagaitua, Alao, and Tula, but many more additional sites are probably not recorded yet. Archaeologists have also described the ceramics (clay pottery) made by ancient craftsmen as “a wonder of ancient Tutuila.” Samoans made pots and bowls from clay in the past, with important ceramics sites on Tutuila found in Faleniu and Pava'ia'i, Aasufou, Malaeimi, Pago Pago, Aganoa, Utumea and Aoa. 
Dr. Addison of ASCC credits NPSA Archaeologist Epi Sauafo’a-Taua’i for laying the groundwork for the current agreement by striving for years to build connections between NPSA and ASCC. “She initiated this project within NPSA and invited ASCC to be involved,” said Addison. Suafo’a-Taua’i will play an integral part in the project by serving as lead person on the NPSA side of the partnership. Describing the wealth of educational and cultural opportunities the project will offer, Suafo’a-Taua’i reflected, “In the long road ahead of us, it’s very important for the young Samoans to take an active role in archaeology so that they become aware of and respect where they come from.  Archaeology can help our younger generation rethink how their ancestors used to live, and why some of their cultural practices are not in place or known today.  Archaeology is a tool to help enrich younger Samoans’ knowledge of what it means to be a Samoan, and to foster respect in a proper Samoan way.”
